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Evening Prayer - Service of Light
340 Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates

Hymn of Invocation
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1 Lift up your heads, ye might-y gates! Be - hold, the King of
2 A righ-teous Help - er comes to thee; His char - iot is hu-
3 How blest the land, the cit - y blest, Where Christ the rul - er
4 Fling wide the por - tals of  your heart; Make it a tem - ple
5 Re - deem-er, come and o - pen wide My heart to Thee; here,
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glo - ry waits. The King of kings is draw - ing near; The
mil - 1 - ty, His king -ly crown is ho - 1i- ness, His
is con-fessed! O  peace - ful hearts and hap - py homes To
set a - part From earth - ly use for heav’'n’s em - ploy, A -
Lord, a - bide! O en - ter with  Thy grace di - vine; Thy
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Sav - ior of the world is here. Life and sal - va - tion
scep - ter, pit - y in dis - tress. The end of all our
whom this King in  tri - umph comes! The cloud-less sun of
dorned with prayer and love and joy. So shall your Sov-’reign
face of mer - cy on me shine. Thy Ho - ly Spir - it
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He doth bring; There - fore re-joice and glad - ly sing. To
woe He brings; There - fore the earth is glad and sings. To
joy is He Who comes to set His peo - ple free. To
en - ter in And new and no - bler life be - gin. To
guide us on Un - til our glo - rious goal is won. E -
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God the Fa - ther raise Your joy - ful songs of praise.
Christ the Sav - ior raise Your grate - ful hymns of praise.
God the Spir - it  raise Your hap - py shouts of praise.
God a-lone be praise For word and deed and grace!
ter - nal praise and fame We of - fer to Thy name.

Text: Georg Weissel, 1590-1635; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, alt.
Tune: Geist-reiches Gesang-Buch, 1704, Halle, ed. Johann A. Freylinghausen, alt.
Text and tune: Public domain



Opening Versicles
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Jesus Christ is the Light of the world,
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the light no darkness can o - ver - come.
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Stay with us, Lord, for it is eve - ning,
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and the day is almost o - ver
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Let Your light scatter the dark - ness
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and il - lu - mine Your Church.
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Joy -ous light of glo - ry:
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of the im-mor-tal Fa - ther; heav-en - ly, ho - ly,
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bless - ed Je - sus Christ. We have come to the

set - ting of the sun,

and we look to the eve-ning light.
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You are wor-thy of be -ing praised  with pure voic - es for -
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ev - er (0] Son of God, (6] Giv-er of life:
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the u - ni - verse pro-claims Your glo - ry.
Thanksgiving for Light LSB 245
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Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of the u - ni - verse,
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who led Your people Israel by a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of
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fire by night. Enlighten our darkness by the light of Your Christ;
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may His Word be a lamp to our feet and a light to our path;
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for You are mer - ci-ful, and You love Your whole cre -a - tion
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and we, Your creatures, glo-ri-fy You, Father, Son,and Ho-ly Spir-it.

A - men.



Psalmody

Psalm 141 LSB 245
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Let my prayer rise be - fore You as in - cense,
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the lift-ing up of my hands as the eve-ning sac - ri - fice.
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(I O Lord, I call to You; come to me quick - ly; hear my voice
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when I cry to You. Let my prayer rise be - fore You as in-cense,
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the lift-ing up of my hands as the eve-ning sac-ri- fice.
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I Set a watch be-fore my mouth,O Lord, and guard the door of my lips.
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Strip me not of my life. Glo-ry be tothe Fa - ther and
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to the Son and to the Ho-ly Spir - it; as it was in
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the be - gin - ning, is now, and will be for-ev-er. A - men.
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Let my prayer rise be - fore You as in - cense,
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the lift-ing up of my hands as the eve-ning sac-ri-fice.

Let us pray.
Let the incense of our repentant prayer ascend before You, O Lord, and let Your loving-
kindness descend on us that, with purified minds, we may sing Your praises with the Church
on earth and the whole heavenly host and may glorify You forever.

Amen.

Readings

Holy Baptism - First LSB 325
What is Baptism?
Baptism is not just plain water, but it is the water included in God’s command and
combined with God’s word.
Which is that word of God?
Christ our Lord says in the last chapter of Matthew: “Therefore go and make disciples of
all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.”
(Matthew 28:19)

Holy Baptism - Second LSB 325
What benefits does Baptism give?
It works forgiveness of sins, rescues from death and the devil, and gives eternal salvation to
all who believe this, as the words and promises of God declare.
Which are these words and promises of God?
Christ our Lord says in the last chapter of Mark: “Whoever believes and is baptized will be
saved, but whoever does not believe will be condemned.” (Mark 16:16)

First Reading Exodus 14:10-31 (p. 56, p. 71 LP)
O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.

Second Reading 1 Peter 3:18-22 (p. 1016, p. 1296 LP)
O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.



Third Reading Matthew 3
O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.

Final Reading Response

:13-17 (p. 808, p. 1027 LP)

LSB 247

In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the prophets.

But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son.

406 To Jordan Came the Christ, Our Lord

Hymn of the Day
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1 To Jor - dan came the Christ, our Lord, To do His
20 hear and mark the mes - sage well, For God Him -
3 These truths on Jor - dan’s banks were shown By might - y
4 There stood the Son of God in love, His grace to
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Fa - ther’s plea - sure; Bap - tized by John, the Fa - ther’s Word
self has spo - ken. Let faith, not doubt, a - mong us dwell
word and won - der. The Fa - ther’s voice from heav’n came down,
us ex - tend - ing; The Ho - 1ly Spir - it like a dove
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Was giv - en us to trea - sure. This heav’'n-ly wash-ing

And SO re-ceive this to - ken. Our Lord here with His

Which we do well to pon - der: “This man is My be-

Up - on the scene de - scend - ing; The tri - une God as -
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now shall be A cleans - ing from trans - gres - sion
Word en-dows Pure wa - ter, free - ly flow - ing.
lov - ed Son, In whom My heart has plea - sure.
sur - ing us, With prom - is - es com - pel - ling,
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And by His blood and ag - o - ny Re - lease from death’s
God’s Ho - ly Spir - it here a - vows Our kin - ship while
Him you must hear, and Him a - lone, And trust in full -
That in our Bap-tism He will thus A - mong us find
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op-pres - sion. A new life now a - waits us.
be - stow - ing The Bap - tism of His bless - ing.
est mea - sure The word that He has spo - ken”
a dwell - ing To com - fort and  sus - tain us.



To His disciples spoke the Lord,
“Go out to ev’ry nation,

And bring to them the living Word
And this My invitation:

Let ev’ryone abandon sin
And come in true contrition

To be baptized and thereby win
Full pardon and remission

But woe to those who cast aside
This grace so freely given;

They shall in sin and shame abide
And to despair be driven.

For born in sin, their works must fail,
Their striving saves them never;

Their pious acts do not avail,
And they are lost forever,

And heav’nly bliss inherit.” Eternal death their portion.
7 All that the mortal eye beholds
Is water as we pour it.
Before the eye of faith unfolds
The pow’r of Jesus’ merit.
For here it sees the crimson flood
To all our ills bring healing;
The wonders of His precious blood
The love of God revealing,
Assuring His own pardon.

Text: Martin Luther, 1483-1546; tr. Elizabeth Quitmeyer, 1911-88, alt.

Tune: Geystliche gesangk Buchleyn, 1524, Wittenberg, ed. Johann Walter

Text: © 1976 Elizabeth Quitmeyer. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001749
Tune: Public domain

Sermon Baptism Brings Great Gifts
Canticle
Magnificat LSB 248
Refrain
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My soul mag-ni - fies the Lord, and my spir - it re -
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joic - es in God, my Sav - ior. My soul mag-ni-fies the
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Lord, and my spir - it re - joic - es inGod, my Sav - ior.



o) |
b’ 4 [ ]
b, © - |
oJ : i ot -
1 For He has re - - garded
2 For the Mighty One has done great thingsto . . . . . . me,
3 He has shownstrengthwithHis . . ... ........ arm;
4 He has filled the hungry withgood . . ... ... ... things,
5Glo - ry be to the Fatherandtothe . . . .. .. ... .. Son
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1 the lowlinessof . . . . ... .......... His hand-maiden.
2 and holy . .. .................. is His name;
3 He has scattered the proud in the imagination of  their hearts.
4 and the rich He has sent emp - - ty a - way.
5 and tothe . .. ................. Ho - ly Spirit;
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1 For be - hold,fromthis ... ............... day
2 and His mercyisonthosewho ... . ... ... ... .. fear Him
3 He has cast down the mighty from their . . . . . . . .. thrones
4 He has helped His servant Israel in remembrance of His mercy
5 as it was in the be - - ginning,
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1 all
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generations will
2 from generation to

3 and has exalt - -
4 as He spoke to our fathers, to Abraham and to his seed for - ever.

call me blessed.

ed the lowly.

gen - er - ation. Refrain

5 is now, and will be forever. . . . . . ... ... A - men. Refrain
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Offering

Prayer
Litany LSB 249
(P) In peace let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity
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of all, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the
Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For [names of synodical and district presidents], for all pastors in Christ, for all servants of
the Church, and for all the people, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For [name of president or monarch], for all public servants, for the government and those
who protect us, that they may be upheld and strengthened in every good deed, let us pray to
the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection in this and every place, let
us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this congregation, those who
toil, those who sing, and all the people here present who await from the Lord great and
abundant mercy, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and for peaceful times, let
us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

The prayers then continue:
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For the faithful who have gone
before us and are with Christ, let us give thanks to the Lord:
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra - cious Lord.

Silence for individual prayer may follow.
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Rejoicing in the fellowship of all the saints, let us

commend ourselves, one another, and our whole life to Christ, our Lord:
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To You, O Lord.
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Peace LSB 251
O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give to us,
Your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey
Your commandments and also that we, being defended from the fear of our enemies, may
live in peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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A - men.

Lord’s Prayer LSB 251

Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray:

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever
and ever. Amen.



Benedicamus LSB 252
o
Let us bless the Lord.
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Thanks be to God.
Benediction LSB 252
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(P] The almighty and merciful Lord,
the Father, the I+ Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless and pre - serve  you.
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383 A Great and Mighty Wonder Closing Hymn
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A great and might-y won - der, A
The Word be-comes in - car - nate And  yet

Since all He comes to

ran - som, By all be

full and ho - ly cure:
re-mains on high,

He a-dored,
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3 While thus they sing your Mon - arch, Those bright an - gel - ic bands,
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All i - dols then shall per - ish And

Sa-tan’s ly - ing cease,
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The vir - gin bears the in - fant With vir - gin hon - or pure!
And cher - u - bim sing an - thems To shep-herds from the sky.
Re - joice, O vales and moun - tains, And o - ceans, clap your hands.
The in - fant born in Beth - I’em, The Sav - ior and the Lord.
And Christ shall raise His scep - ter, De -cree - ing end-less peace.
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Pro - claim the Sav - ior’s birth: “To God on high be
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glo - ry And peace to all the earth!”

Text: Germanus, c. 634-c. 734; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-66, alt. Tune: Alte Catholische Geistliche Kirchengeseng, 1599, K&in

Text and tune: Public domain



