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Pastor Erik Sorenson

December 31, 2023

MEMBERS AND GUESTS:
We will celebrate Holy Communion during our worship service this evening.

If you are partaking of the Lord’s Supper, please read and fill out one of the registration
cards on the back of the pew. You may place it in the offering plate or hand it to the usher.

To listen via radio, please tune to AM 750.



Communion Statement - The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and glad confidence that, as He
says, our Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and wine but His very body and blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness
of sins and to strengthen our union with Him and with one another. Our Lord invites to His table those who trust His words, repent
of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as He forgives and loves us, that they may show forth His death until He
comes. Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm and because Holy
Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar, any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold a
confession differing from that of this congregation and The Lutheran Church—Muissouri Synod, and yet desire to receive the
Sacrament, are kindly asked first to speak with the pastor. In addition to this being our practice, we do not want our visitors to
violate their own conscience or the public confession of faith that is made through their home Church membership. Those not
receiving communion are invited to come forward with arms crossed to receive a blessing from the pastor. We thank you for
respecting our practice. For further study, see Matt. 5:23f.; 10:32f.; 18:15-35; 26:26-29; 1 Cor. 11:17-34.

Confession and Absolution

360 All My Heart Again Rejoices Hymn of Invocation
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1 All my heart a-gain re-joic - es As I hear Far and near

2 Hear! The Con-quer-or has spo - ken: “Now the foe, Sin and woe,
3 Should we fear our God’s dis-plea - sure, Who, to save, Free - ly gave
4 See the Lamb, our sin once tak - ing To the cross, Suf - f’ring loss,
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Sweet - est an - gel voic-es. “Christ is born!”their choirs are sing - ing
Death and hell are bro-ken!”God is man, man to de - liv - er,
His  most pre-cious trea-sure? To re-deem us He has giv -en
Full a - tone-ment mak -ing. For our life His own He ten-ders,
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Till the air Ev - ’ry-where Now with joy is ring - ing.
And the Son Now is one With our blood for - ev - er
His own Son From the throne Of His might in heav - en.
And His grace All our race Fit for glo -ry ren - ders.
5 Softly from His lowly manger 6 Come, then, banish all your sadness!
Jesus calls One and all,
One and all, Great and small,
“You are safe from danger. Come with songs of gladness.
Children, from the sins that grieve you We shall live with Him forever
You are freed, There on high
All you need In that joy
I will surely give you.” Which will vanish never.

Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607-76, abr., adapt.; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, alt. Tune: Johann Crlger, 1598-
1662 Text and tune: Public domain



Invocation LSB 184
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In the name of the Father and of the ~- Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto
God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us
forgiveness.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

I said, 1 will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

O almighty God, merciful Father,

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with
which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and
eternal punishment. But | am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent
of them, and | pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the
holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus
Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.

Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained
servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead
and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the
name of the Father and of the ~- Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Service of the Word

Introit

Psalm 98:1-4; antiphon: Isaiah 52:10

The LoRD has bared his holy arm before the eyes of all the nations,
and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God.
Oh sing to the LORD a new song, for he has done marvelous things!
His right hand and his holy arm have worked salvation for him.
The LoRrD has made known his salvation;
he has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the nations.
He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel.
All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God.
Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth;



break forth into joyous song and sing praises!
Glory be to the Father and to the Son

and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,

is now, and will be forever. Amen.
The LoORD has bared his holy arm before the eyes of all the nations,

and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God.

Gloria Patri
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Gloria in Excelsis
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re-ceive our prayer.

Thou that takest away the sin of the world,
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Salutation and Collect of the Day LSB 189
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(Pl The Lord be with you.
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P Let us pray.

P) O God, our Maker and Redeemer, You wonderfully created us and in the
incarnation of Your Son yet more wondrously restored our human nature. Grant
that we may ever be alive in Him who made Himself to be like us; through Jesus
Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.
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Old Testament Reading Isaiah 61:10—62:3 (p. 621, p. 789 LP)
This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gradual Isaiah 9:6; Psalm 98:1a

To us a child is born, to us a son is given;
and the government shall be upon his shoulder.

And his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

Sing to the Lord a new song,
for he has done marvelous things!



Epistle

Galatians 4:4-7 (p. 974, p. 1238 LP)

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Alleluia LSB 190
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Holy Gospel Luke 2:22-40 (p. 857, p. 1090 LP)
(P) The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter.
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Nicene Creed LSB 191

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and
of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of
His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very
God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom
all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down
from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and
was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He
suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again according to the



Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the
Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the
dead, whose kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds
from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is
worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one
holy Christian and apostolic Church, | acknowledge one Baptism for the
remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life ~I-
of the world to come. Amen.

389 Let All Together Praise Our God Hymn of the Day
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1 Let all to - geth - er praise  our God Be - fore His

2 He leaves His heav'n - ly Fa - ther’s throne, Is born an
3 With - in an earth-born form  He hides  His all - cre -
4 He un - der - takes a great ex - change, Puts on our
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glo-rious throne; To - day He o - pens heav’n a - gain To

in - fant small, And in a man-ger, poor and lone, Lies
at - ing light; To serve us all He hum - bly cloaks The
hu - man frame, And in re - turn gives us  His realm, His
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give us His own Son, To give us His own Son.
in a hum - ble stall, Lies in a hum - ble stall.
splen-dor of His might, The splen -dor of His might.
glo - ry, and His name, His glo - ry, and His name.
5 Heisaservant, | alord: 6 Heis the key and He the door
How great a mystery! To blessed paradise;
How strong the tender Christ Child’s love! The angel bars the way no more.
No truer friend than He, To God our praises rise,
No truer friend than He. To God our praises rise.

/\ 7 Your grace in lowliness revealed,
Lord Jesus, we adore
And praise to God the Father yield
And Spirit evermore;
We praise You evermore.



Text (sts. 1, 3-7): tr. F. Samuel Janzow, 1913-2001; (st. 2): tr. August Crull, 1845-1923, alt. Text and tune:
Nicolaus Herman, c. 1480-1561 Text (sts. 1, 3-7): © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB
Hymn License no. 110001749 Text (st. 2) and tune: Public domain

Sermon Your Consolation and Peace
Offertory LSB 192
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Offering
Prayer of the Church

Service of the Sacrament

Preface LSB 194
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We lift them up un - to the Lord.

.'.I e I.I'. .I'-Tl .I'- \9 ]
)L e —
"! I I| b_’i |
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Proper Preface
(P Itis truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus



Christ, our Lord; for in the mystery of the Word made flesh You have given us a
new revelation of Your glory that, seeing You in the person of Your Son, we
may know and love those things which are not seen. Therefore with angels and
archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your
glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus LSB 195
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Lord’s Prayer LSB 196
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
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The Words of Our Lord LSB 197
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P} Our Lord Je-sus Christ, on the night when He was be - trayed, took bread,
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Pax Domini
o)
[ H
(Pl The peace of the Lord be with you al - ways.
o}
A | | | i
a—, - o 1
K/;f ©
A - men
] T
S T— . o n |
e | i
S ——— O
Agnus Dei
o} , | | | | A — | I | |

O  Christ,Thou Lamb of God, that tak - est a-way the sin ofthe

c e e o o o o0 o o P
) TV i i 4 - S | Al
! [ illl—l

| | | Y 1 1
=" -
o) | X X | | | | | A
A —r— —T 11 ——+— - E— I— ™
4 ——h I i :
Q) ™ ul & ~
world, have mer-cyup-onus. O Christ,Thou Lamb of God, that
& . o o o P o o »
YL e B[ 2 8 . o o
Z—b ——  E——— — P 1 \ 7
i [ ' 1 I \ f
o) | — | | [ | | ‘
P’ A | 1 | | Il | Il | T | J—

| T

| [ [ [ [ 1
|

I

tak -est a-way the sin of the world, havemer-cyup-on us.

PENTEENEIL NN NV

— I 1 P
I | §I

N
LI
BB
"~
L)

LSB 197

LSB 198



O  Christ,Thou Lamb of God, that tak-est a-way the sin of the
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Distribution & Hymns
367 Ang,els from the Realms of Glory
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1 An - gels from the realms of glo-ry, Wing your flight o’er
2 Shep-herds in the field a - bid - ing, Watch-ing o’er your
3 Sa - ges, leave your con - tem-pla-tions, Bright-er  vi - sions
4 Saints be - fore the al - tar bend-ing, Watch-ing long in
A5 All cre - a - tion, join in prais-ing God the Fa - ther,
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all the earth; Ye who sang cre - a - tion’s sto - 1y,
flocks by night, God with us is now re - sid - ing,
beam a - far; Seek the great De - sire of na - tions,
hope and fear, Sud - den - ly the Lord, de - scend - ing,
Spir - it, Son, Ev - er-more your voic - es rais - ing
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Now pro - claim Mes - si - ah’s birth.
Yon - der shines the In - fant Light.
Ye have seen His na - tal star.
In His tem - ple shall ap - pear.
To thee - ter - nal Three in One.
A | Refrain .
1 N [ g* I ]
. I ™ - | |
& s F— T c
Q) T T 4 |

Come and wor - ship, come and wor - ship;
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Wor - ship Christ, the new - born King.
Text (sts. 1, ref, 2-4): James Montgomery, 1771-1854, alt.; (st. 5): Salisbury Hymn Book, 1857, Salisbury, alt.
Tune: Henry T. Smart, 1813-79 Text and tune: Public domain

375 Come, Your Hearts and Voices Raising
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1 Come, your hearts and voic - es  rais - ing, Christ the
2 Christ, from heav’n to us de - scend -ing And in
3Ja - cob’s star in all its  splen - dor Beams with
4 From the bond - age that op - pressed us, From sin’s
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Lord with glad - ness prais-ing; Loud - ly sing His love a-
love our race  be - friend-ing; In our need His help ex-
com - fort sweet and ten - der, Forc - ing Sa - tan to sur-
fet - ters that pos-sessed us, From the grief that sore dis-
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maz - ing, Wor - thy folk of Chris - ten - dom.
tend - ing, Saved us from  the wi - ly foe.
ren - der, Break - ing all the pow’rs  of hell.
tressed us, We, the cap - tives, now are free.

5 Oh, the joy beyond expressing 6 Gracious Child, we pray, O hear us,
When by faith we grasp this blessing, From Your lowly manger cheer us,
And to You we come confessing Gently lead us and be near us

That Your love has set us free. Till we join Your choir above.

Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607-76; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt. Tune: German, 14th cent. Text: © 1941
Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001749 Tune: Public domain

388 Go Tell It on the Mountain

Refrain
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Go tell it on the moun - tain, O-ver the hills and ev - ’ry-where;
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Go tell it on the moun - tain That Je - sus  Christ is born!
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1 While shep-herds kept their watch-ing O’er si-lent flocks by night,
2 The shep-herds feared and trem-bled When lo, a - bove the earth
3 Down in a lone-1ly man-ger The hum-ble Christ was born;

Au Refrain
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Be - hold, through - out the heav-ens There shone a ho - ly light.
Rangout the  an-gel cho-rus That hailed our Sav - ior’s birth.

And God sent us sal-va-tion That bless -ed Christ-mas morn.
Text (sts. 1-3): John W. Work II, 1873-1925, alt.
Text (ref) and tune: African American spiritual
Text and tune: Public domain

374 Gentle Mary Laid Her Child
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1 Gen-tle Mar-y laid her child Low - ly in a  man - ger;
2 An - gels sang a - bout His birth, Wise Men sought and found Him;
3 Gen-tle Mar -y laid her child Low - ly in a  man - ger;
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There He lay, the Un - de-filed, To the world a strang - er.
Heav-en’s star shone bright-ly forth Glo-ry all a - round Him.
He is still the Un - de-filed But no more a  strang - er.
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Such a babe in such a place, Can He be the Sav - ior?
Shep - herds saw the won-drous sight, Heard the an-gels sing - ing;
Son of God of hum - ble birth, Beau-ti-ful the sto - ry;
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Ask the saved of all the race Who have found His fa - vor.
All  the plains were lit that night, All the hills were ring - ing.
Praise His name in all the earth; Hail the King of glo - ry!

Text: Joseph Simpson Cook, 1859-1933
Tune: Piae Cantiones Ecclesiasticae, 1582, Griefswald
Text and tune: Public domain
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Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant de - part in peace ac-
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to the Son and to theHo-ly Ghost; as it  was in the beginning,
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isnow,and ev-er shall be, world with-out end. A-men.
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Thanksgiving LSB 200
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O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good,
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and His mercy endureth for - ev - er
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Post-Communion Collect LSB 201

Let us pray.
O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-
kindness sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His
sake You have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You not
to forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy
Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; through Jesus Christ,
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.
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Salutation

LSB 201
0 4
(" A - ]
oJ
(Pl The Lord be with you.
f) 4 | | | —_
R i
6" o |& < —
o [ 4 o o =
And with thy  spir - it.
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Benedicamus LSB 202
() 4
g L ‘\
5 P — {
Bless we the Lord.
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Thanks be to God.
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Benediction LSB 202
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His face shine upon you and be gra-cious un - to you.
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The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and - give you peace.
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A-men, a-men, a - men.
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519 In His Temple Now Behold Him Closing Hymn
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1 In His tem - ple now be-hold Him, See the long - ex -
2 In the arms of her who bore Him, Vir - gin pure, be -
3 Je - sus, by Your pre - sen - ta - tion, When they blessed You,
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pect - ed Lord; An - cient proph - ets had fore - told Him,
hold Him lie While His a - ged saints a - dore Him
weak and poor,  Make us see Your great sal - va - tion,
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God has now ful - filled His word. Now to praise Him,
Ere in per - fect faith they die. Al - le - lu - ia,
Seal us with Your prom - ise sure; And pre-sent us
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His re-deem - ed Shall break forth with one ac - cord.
al - le - lu - 1a! Lo, the in - car - nate God Most High!
in  Your glo - ry To Your Fa - ther, cleansed and pure.

Text: Henry J. Pye, c. 1825-1903, alt.
Tune: Henry Purcell, 1659-95, adapt.
Text and tune: Public domain
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Announcements for the Week of December 31, 2023

Sunday Mon. Tues. | Wed. Thurs. Fri. Sat.

12/31 1/1 112 1/3 1/4 1/5 1/6

9:00 AM — Divine Service

10:15 AM — Ask the Pastor Bible study 10 AM — 7 P_M -

7:00.PM —New Year’s Eve Divine E]ISeetrii g Eg!elh Ciny

Service (White Creek)
Birthdays & Anniversaries: Stewardship: The alt
12/31: Dan Acree Budget per week: $3135 flovfe?s Z:e
1/3: John & Karen Dobrinski 12/17 offerings: $2879 iven to the

12/17 Synodical Fund: $300 gpraise and
12/17 Building Fund: $225 glory of God

Address Update: Luella Holle has a new address: 1503 S. Walnut St., Apt. 506, Seymour, IN 47274. Her
phone number remains the same. If you would like to send her a card or note or call her, she would
appreciate it.

Joint Epiphany Service: Join us for a joint Epiphany service on Saturday, January 6" at 7:00 PM at St.
John’s — White Creek. We will join with the saints from St. Paul’s (Jonesville) and St. John’s (White
Creek) to worship our Lord and celebrate this festival day. A meal will be served prior to the service,
beginning at 6:00 PM.

Council Installation: Next Sunday, January 7™, we will have the installation for our new council
members during the Divine Service.

Quarterly Voters’ Meeting: Will be on Sunday, January 14" after the Divine Service. Please note that
we will be discussing and voting on changes to the cemetery bylaws. Those changes can be found in the
newsletter.

10.5

January Newsletters: Available in the narthex.

Prayer List:

Teresa Lucas Saundra Phelps

Ron Cox Thomas Turner

Luella Holle Laura Moorman
Larry Phelps John Dobrinski

Upcoming Acolytes:
12/31 (7 PM): Abe Acton 1/7: Rayleigh Acton 1/14: Trevor Acree



Below you will find a model you can use for your personal or family devotions that focuses you on
the readings from the previous Sunday, while also preparing you for what you will hear the
following Sunday. In modeling your devotions this way, you and your family can stay united to the
church year and reinforce what you hear, sing, and pray every Sunday.

Mon. 1/1;

Tues. 1/2:

Wed. 1/3;

Thur. 1/4:

Fri. 1/5:

Sat. 1/6:

Read the Old Testament lesson: Isaiah 61:10-62:3 — The Lord has clothed us with

the garments of salvation and all the world sees the righteousness and glory of God
in the flesh and blood of Jesus Christ.

Sing the Hymn of the Day: LSB 389 — Let All Together Praise Our God

Pray the Collect of the Day: O God, our Maker and Redeemer, You wonderfully
created us and in the incarnation of Your Son yet more wondrously restored our
human nature. Grant that we may ever be alive in Him who made Himself to be
like us; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Read the Epistle lesson: Galatians 4:4-7 — We are sons of God because Christ
fulfilled the Law for us. Now we can truly call God our Father.

Sing the Hymn of the Day: LSB 389 — Let All Together Praise Our God

Pray the Collect of the Day: (see 1/1)

Read the Gospel lesson: Luke 2:22-40 — Even as an infant, Christ was coming to
bring salvation to His people. His birth brings peace and joy to all who believe.
Sing the Hymn of the Day: LSB 389 — Let All Together Praise Our God

Pray the Collect of the Day: (see 1/1)

Read the Old Testament lesson: Genesis 1:1-5 — As God creates the world, He
brings order to chaos as the Word speaks and the Spirit hovers over the waters.
Sing the Hymn of the Day: LSB 406 — To Jordan Came the Christ, Our Lord
Pray the Collect of the Day: Father in heaven, at the Baptism of Jesus in the
Jordan River You proclaimed Him Your beloved Son and anointed Him with the
Holy Spirit. Make all who are baptized in His name faithful in their calling as
Your children and inheritors with Him of everlasting life; through the same Jesus
Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever. Amen.

Read the Epistle lesson: Romans 6:1-11 — Through our baptism, we have been set
free from sin and are dead to sin since we have been joined into Christ’s death and
resurrection.

Sing the Hymn of the Day: LSB 406 — To Jordan Came the Christ, Our Lord

Pray the Collect of the Day: (see 1/4)

Read the Gospel lesson: Mark 1:4-11 — By the witness of the Father and the Spirit,
Jesus is proclaimed as the beloved Son of God in His baptism.

Sing the Hymn of the Day: LSB 406 — To Jordan Came the Christ, Our Lord

Pray the Collect of the Day: (see 1/4)







