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The Order of Vespers 
 

Opening Versicles LSB 229 
 

 

 
  

 

 
  

 

 

 
 

Psalmody 
 

Psalm 51 Antiphon: vs. 1 
Have mercy on me, O God, 

 according to your steadfast love; 

according to your abundant mercy 

 blot out my transgressions. 



Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, 

 and cleanse me from my sin! 

For I know my transgressions, 

 and my sin is ever before me. 

Against you, you only, have I sinned 

 and done what is evil in your sight, 

so that you may be justified in your words 

 and blameless in your judgment. 

Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, 

 and in sin did my mother conceive me. 

Behold, you delight in truth in the inward being, 

 and you teach me wisdom in the secret heart. 

Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; 

 wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. 

Let me hear joy and gladness; 

 let the bones that you have broken rejoice. 

Hide your face from my sins, 

 and blot out all my iniquities. 

Create in me a clean heart, O God, 

 and renew a right spirit within me. 

Cast me not away from your presence, 

 and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 

Restore to me the joy of your salvation, 

 and uphold me with a willing spirit. 

Then I will teach transgressors your ways, 

 and sinners will return to you. 

Deliver me from bloodguiltiness, O God, 

 O God of my salvation, 

 and my tongue will sing aloud of your righteousness. 

O Lord, open my lips, 

 and my mouth will declare your praise. 

For you will not delight in sacrifice, or I would give it; 

 you will not be pleased with a burnt offering. 

The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; 

 a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise. 

Do good to Zion in your good pleasure; 

 build up the walls of Jerusalem; 

then will you delight in right sacrifices, 

 in burnt offerings and whole burnt offerings; 

 then bulls will be offered on your altar. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

 and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 



Have mercy on me, O God, 

 according to your steadfast love; 

according to your abundant mercy 

 blot out my transgressions. 

 

Readings 
 

First Reading Leviticus 16 
 

A O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Second Reading Matthew 26:57–68; 27:1–2, 24–26 
 

A O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Responsory (Lent) LSB 231 

 

 
 

451 Stricken, Smitten, and Afflicted Hymn of the Day 

 



 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 

Sermon Sacrifice as Atonement 
 

Canticle 
 

Antiphon LSB 231 

 

 
 



Magnificat LSB 231 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 

Prayer 
 

Kyrie LSB 233 

 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 



Collects LSB 233 

 

 
 

Collect of the Day 
P Almighty God, our heavenly Father, Your mercies are new every morning; and though 

we deserve only punishment, You receive us as Your children and provide for all our 

needs of body and soul. Grant that we may heartily acknowledge Your merciful 

goodness, give thanks for all Your benefits, and serve You in willing obedience; through 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Additional Collect 
P Almighty, everlasting God, for our many sins we justly deserve eternal condemnation. In 

Your mercy You sent Your dear Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, who won for us forgiveness 

of sins and everlasting salvation. Grant us a true confession that, dead to sin, we may be 

raised up by Your life-giving absolution. Grant us Your Holy Spirit that we may be ever 

watchful and live true and godly lives in Your service; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

Collect for Peace 
L O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give to 

us, Your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to 

obey Your commandments and also that we, being defended from the fear of our 

enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Benedicamus LSB 234 

 

 



 

Benediction LSB 234 

 

 

 
 

431 Not All the Blood of Beasts Closing Hymn 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 
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