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The Order of Vespers 

Opening Versicles LSB 229 

 

 
  

 

 
  

 

 

 
 
Psalm 143 Antiphon: vs. 9 

Deliver me from my enemies, O LORD! 

 I have fled to you for refuge! 

Hear my prayer, O LORD; 

 give ear to my pleas for mercy! 

 In your faithfulness answer me, in your righteousness! 
Enter not into judgment with your servant, 

 for no one living is righteous before you. 

For the enemy has pursued my soul; 

 he has crushed my life to the ground; 

 he has made me sit in darkness like those long dead. 



Therefore my spirit faints within me; 

 my heart within me is appalled. 

I remember the days of old; 

 I meditate on all that you have done; 

 I ponder the work of your hands. 

I stretch out my hands to you; 

 my soul thirsts for you like a parched land. 

Answer me quickly, O LORD! 

 My spirit fails! 

Hide not your face from me, 

 lest I be like those who go down to the pit. 

Let me hear in the morning of your steadfast love, 

 for in you I trust. 

Make me know the way I should go, 

 for to you I lift up my soul. 

Deliver me from my enemies, O LORD! 

 I have fled to you for refuge! 

Teach me to do your will, 

 for you are my God! 

Let your good Spirit lead me 

 on level ground! 

For your name’s sake, O LORD, preserve my life! 

 In your righteousness bring my soul out of trouble! 

And in your steadfast love you will cut off my enemies, 

 and you will destroy all the adversaries of my soul, 

 for I am your servant. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

 and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Deliver me from my enemies, O LORD! 

 I have fled to you for refuge! 

Readings 
First Reading Exodus 12:1–28, 43–51 

A O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Second Reading John 19:16–18, 28–30 
A O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 



Responsory (Lent) LSB 231 

 

 
 
448 O Darkest Woe Hymn of the Day 

 

 

 
 

5 Such innocence! 

His countenance 

    A fount of faith undying! 

Worlds on worlds cannot contain 
    Grief at Him here lying. 

 

 

 



6 O Virgin’s Son, 

What Thou hast won 

    Is far beyond all telling: 

How our God, detested, died, 

    Hell and devil felling. 

 

7 O Jesus Christ, 

Who sacrificed 

    Thy life for lifeless mortals: 

Be my life in death and bring 

    Me to heaven’s portals! 

Text (sts. 2–7): © Joseph Herl. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001749 
Text (st. 1) and tune: Public domain 

Sermon Sacrifice as Death Defeating Act 

Canticle 

Antiphon LSB 231 

 

 
 

Magnificat LSB 231 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



Prayer 

Kyrie LSB 233 

 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and 

the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

Collects LSB 233 

 

 
 

Collect of the Day 
P O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy, be gracious to all who have gone astray 

from Your ways and bring them again with penitent hearts and steadfast faith to embrace 

and hold fast the unchangeable truth of Your Word; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Additional Collect 
P Almighty, everlasting God, for our many sins we justly deserve eternal condemnation. In 

Your mercy You sent Your dear Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, who won for us forgiveness 

of sins and everlasting salvation. Grant us a true confession that, dead to sin, we may be 

raised up by Your life-giving absolution. Grant us Your Holy Spirit that we may be ever 

watchful and live true and godly lives in Your service; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

Collect for Peace 
L O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give to 

us, Your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to 

obey Your commandments and also that we, being defended from the fear of our 



enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Benedicamus LSB 234 

 

 
 

Benediction LSB 234 

 

 

 
 

421 Jesus, Grant That Balm and Healing Closing Hymn 

 

 



 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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