St. Peter Evangelical Lutheran Church

Funeral Service for Donna Thomas - July 23, 2020
Pastor Erik Sorenson

Christian Obituary for Donna Thomas:
Our Savior Jesus Christ has destroyed death and brought life and immortality to light through
the Gospel. Let us remember with thanksgiving what God has done through His servant Donna.

Donna Thomas was given life by her Creator and was born on September 24, 1934, the child of
Irwin and Minnie Moorman. She received the gift of Holy Baptism on October 7, 1934 at St.
Peter Evangelical Lutheran Church in Waymansville, Indiana and became a child of God. On
May 25, 1947, she publicly confessed her faith, was confirmed, and was admitted to the altar
to receive the medicine of immortality, Christ’s life-giving body and blood. On June 9, 1957,
she received the gift of a beloved companion in her spouse, Ralph. She was blessed with the
gift of children, Beth, Susan, and Max, as well as 5 grandchildren. God blessed Donna’s life
with many special people as she served God in her vocations at home, church, work, and in
the community. Finally, on July 20, 2020 God blessed Donna with a holy death and took her to
rest in the arms of Jesus to await the resurrection of the dead.

The Lord gives and the Lord takes away; blessed be the name of the Lord. We give thanks to
God our Father through Jesus Christ, our Lord, for our sister Donna.



Funeral Service

702 My Faith Looks Up to Thee Hymn of Invocation
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1 My  faith looks up to Thee, Thou Lamb of Cal - va - ry,
2 May Thy rich grace im - part Strength to my faint - ing heart;
3 While life’s dark maze I tread And griefs  a-round me spread,
4 When ends life’s tran-sient dream, When death’s cold, sul - len stream
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Sav - ior di - vine. Now hear me while I pray; Take all my
My zeal in-spire! As Thou hast died for me, Oh, may my
Be Thou my guide; Bid dark-ness turn to day, Wipe sor-row’s
Shall o’er me roll, Blest Sav -ior, then, in love, Fear and dis-
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guilt a-way; O let me from thisday Be whol-1ly Thine!
love to Thee Pure, warm, and change-less be, A liv - ing fire!
tears a-way, Nor let me ev - er stray From Thee a - side.
trust re-move; O bear me safe a-bove, A ran-somed soul!

*Please stand as you are able.

Invocation
(P} In the name of the Father and of the *I Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Remembrance of Baptism Romans 6:3-5

(P} In Holy Baptism Donna was clothed with the robe of Christ’s righteousness that covered all
her sin. St. Paul says: “Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ
Jesus were baptized into His death?”

We were buried therefore with Him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ
was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of
life. For if we have been united with Him in a death like His, we shall certainly be
united with Him in a resurrection like His.

Kyrie
(P) Lord, have mercy upon us.
Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.

Salutation and Collect of the Day
(P] The Lord be with you.



And also with you.

(P) Letus pray.
O God of grace and mercy, we give thanks for Your loving-kindness shown to Donna and to
all Your servants who, having finished their course in faith, now rest from their labors.
Grant that we also may be faithful unto death and receive the crown of eternal life; through
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

Amen.

* Please be seated.
Old Testament Isaiah 35:3-10

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Epistle Romans 6:3-10

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

*Please stand as you are able.

Alleluia Verse LSB 279
Alleluia, alleluia.
Jesus Christ is the firstborn of the dead;
to Him be glory and power forever.
Alleluia.

Holy Gospel John 14:1-6
(P) The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fourteenth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Apostles’ Creed
(P) God has made us His people through our Baptism into Christ. Living together in trust and
hope, we confess our faith.
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,



was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.

From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life -~ everlasting. Amen.

*Please be seated.

570 Just as | Am, without One Plea Sermon Hymn
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1 Just as I am, with - out one plea But that Thy
2 Just as I am and wait - ing not To rid my
3 Just as I am, though tossed a-bout With man - ya
4 Just as 1 am, poor, wretch - ed, blind; Sight, rich - es,
f) u . .
4 | | T pu— i | | | A i | |
ﬁ. H P e I Iﬁ I I I | I 1\ I | = P |
ANIV4 = I | | | () ‘ () i |
Q) 1 I I |
blood was shed for me And that Thou bidd’st me come to
soul of one dark blot, To Thee, whose blood can cleanse each
con - flict, man - ya doubt, Fight-ings and fears with -in, with-
heal - ing of the mind, Yea, all I need, in Thee to
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Thee, O Lamb of God, I come, I come.
spot, O Lamb of God, I come, I come.
out, O Lamb of God, I come, I come.
find, O Lamb of God, I come, 1 come.
5 Justas | am, Thou wilt receive,

Wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve;

Because Thy promise | believe,
O Lamb of God, | come, | come.

Just as | am; Thy love unknown
Has broken ev’ry barrier down;
Now to be Thine, yea, Thine alone,

O Lamb of God, I come, | come.



Sermon

Christ Prepared Her Place

461 | Know That My Redeemer Lives Hymn of the Day
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1T know that my Re - deem - er lives; What com-fort
2 He lives tri - um - phant from the grave; He lives e -
3 He lives to bless me with  His love; He lives to
4 He lives to grant me rich sup - ply; He lives to
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this sweet sen - tence gives! He lives, He lives, who
ter - nal - ly to save; He lives all - glo - rious
plead for me a - bove; He lives my hun - gry
guide me with His eye; He lives to com - fort
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once was dead; He lives, my ev - er - liv - ing head.
in the sky; He lives ex - alt - ed there on high.
soul to feed; He lives to help in time of need.
me when faint; He lives to hear my soul’s com - plaint.

5  He livesto silence all my fears; 7  He lives and grants me daily breath;
He lives to wipe away my tears; He lives, and | shall conquer death;
He lives to calm my troubled heart; He lives my mansion to prepare;
He lives all blessings to impart. He lives to bring me safely there.

6  He lives, my kind, wise, heav’nly friend; 8  He lives, all glory to His name!

He lives and loves me to the end; He lives, my Jesus, still the same;
He lives, and while He lives, I’ll sing; Oh, the sweet joy this sentence gives:
He lives, my Prophet, Priest, and King. I know that my Redeemer lives!

*Please stand as you are able.

Prayer of the Church

P
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Let us pray to the Lord, our God and Father, who raised Jesus from the dead.

Almighty God, You have knit Your chosen people together into one communion in the
mystical body of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Give to Your whole Church in heaven
and on earth Your light and peace. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Grant that all who have been baptized into Christ’s death and resurrection may die to sin
and rise to newness of life and so pass with Him through the gate of death and the grave to
our joyful resurrection. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.



Grant that all who have been nourished by the holy body and blood of Your Son may be
raised to immortality and incorruption to be seated with Him at Your heavenly banquet.
Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Give to the family of Donna and to all who mourn comfort in their grief and a sure
confidence in Your loving care that, casting all their sorrow on You, they may know the
consolation of Your love. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Give courage and faith to the bereaved, that within the communion of Your Church they
may have strength to meet the days ahead in the assurance of a holy and certain hope and in
the joyful expectation of eternal life with those they love who have departed in the faith.
Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Help us, we pray, in the midst of things we cannot understand, to believe and find comfort
in the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Receive our thanks for Donna and for all the blessings You bestowed on her in this earthly
life. Bring us at last to our heavenly home that with her we may see You face to face in the
joys of paradise. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

O God of all grace, You sent Your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ, to bring life and
immortality to light. We give You thanks that by His death He destroyed the power of death
and by His resurrection He opened the kingdom of heaven to all believers. Strengthen us in
the confidence that because He lives we shall live also, and that neither death nor life nor
things present nor things to come will be able to separate us from Your love, which is in
Christ Jesus, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

(P)

Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray:

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever
and ever. Amen.



Nunc Dimittis John 11:25-26; Luke 2:29-32

“I am the resurrection and the life,” says the Lord. “He who believes in Me will live, even
though he dies; and whoever lives and believes in Me will never die.”

Lord, now You let Your servant go in peace;
Your word has been fulfilled.
My own eyes have seen the salvation
which You have prepared in the sight of every people:
a light to reveal You to the nations
and the glory of Your people Israel.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

“I am the resurrection and the life,” says the Lord. “He who believes in Me will live, even
though he dies; and whoever lives and believes in Me will never die.”

Concluding Collect

(P)

(P)

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray.

Lord God, our shepherd, You gather the lambs of Your flock into the arms of Your mercy
and bring them home. Comfort us with the certain hope of the resurrection to everlasting life
and a joyful reunion with those we love who have died in the faith; through Jesus Christ,
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Amen.

Benedicamus and Benediction

P

P)

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and I« give you peace.
Amen.

Let us go forth in peace,
in the name of the Lord. Amen.

*Please be seated.



941 We Praise You and Acknowledge You, O God

Closing Hymn
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1 We praise You and ac-knowl-edge You, O God, to be

2 The band of the a - pos - tles in

3 You, Christ, are King of glo - ry, the

[

the Lord,
glo - ry sing Your praise;
ev - er-last - ing Son,

4 You it in splen-did glo - 1y, en-throned at God’s right hand,
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The Fa -ther ev - er-last - ing, by all the earth a - dored.
The fel - low - ship of proph-ets their death-less voic - es raise.
Yet You, with bound-less love, sought to res -cue ev - ry - one:
Up - hold -ing earth and heav - en by forc-es You com-mand.
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To You all an-gel pow-ers cry a-loud, the heav-ens sing,
The mar - tyrs of Your king-dom, a great and no - ble throng,
You laid a - side Your glo - ry, were born of vir-gin’s womb,
We know that You will come as our Judge that fi - nal day,
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The cher - u-bim and ser - a-phim their prais - es to You bring:
Sing with the ho - ly Church through-out all the world this song:
Were cru - ci-fied for us and were placed in - to a tomb;
So  help Your ser-vants You have re-deemed by blood, we pray;
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“O ho - ly, ho-1ly, ho - ly Lord God of Sab-a - oth;
“O all - ma - jes-tic Fa - ther, Your true and on-ly Son,
Then by Your res-ur - rec - tion You won for us re-prieve—
May we with saints be num-bered where prais-es nev-er end,
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Your maj - es - ty and glo-ry fill the heav-ens and the earth!”

all who would be - lieve.

And Ho - ly Spir-it, Com-fort-er— for - ev - er Three in One!”
You o - pened heav-en’s king - dom to
In glo-ry ev-er-last - ing. A-men, O Lord,

a - men!

*There will be a luncheon served in the Parish Hall immediately following the committal service.



